
EDUCATION gerflor.co.uk

SECTOR: EDUCATION
CLIENT: EASTWOOD HIGH SCHOOL, 

NEWTON MEARNS, EAST RENFREWSHIRE
SOLUTION: TARASAFETM & TARAFLEXTM

For further information on Gerflor’s latest innovations:
Call: Great Britain - 0044 1926 622 600 or Republic of Ireland - 00 353 429 661 431
Visit: www.gerflor.co.uk or www.gerflor.ie
Email: contract@gerflor.com
Twitter: @Gerfloruk

Vinyl flooring specialist Gerflor wins top marks for school project

“I’ve worked with Gerflor for 25 years on everything; schools, hospitals, medical
centres and libraries.They have a good range of products, competitive prices and
it’s good quality.”
Kenny Smith, Contracts Director, MacGregor Flooring Company Ltd. 

The Scottish Futures Trust is a national
body committed to saving taxpayers’
money by ‘delivering the best possible
value’ in the public sector. So when it
joined forces with Scotland’s Schools for
the Future programme to deliver a new
generation of top class teaching facilities
across the country, it was expected to find
the very best products at prices the public
sector could afford.

Eastwood High School in Newton Mearns,
East Renfrewshire, was one of the first
schools to be built under the initiative and
opened to pupils in August 2013. Light and
airy, with classrooms wrapped around a
central atrium and hub, the school is
home to more than 1,200 students by day
and offers a wide range of facilities for
community use after hours. 

With so many people passing through,
architects Cooper Cromar insisted on a
flooring that looked fantastic, but was
supremely hard-wearing and easy to
clean, as well as having excellent anti-slip
properties. Ian Churcher, Architectural
Technologist at Cooper Cromar, turned to
international vinyl flooring specialist
Gerflor. Underpinned by more than 70
years of design-led technological
innovation, he knew the company could
deliver to a tight brief.

He said: “We’ve used Gerflor before for
education and fire station projects; we
know the products are good stuff. They
have a good colour range for designers to
work with and we always find them

competitive and they have very good
customer service.”

After consultation with the company, Ian
Churcher specified from the Tarasafe™
range of specialist slip-resistant vinyl
safety flooring. Inlaid with mineral crystals
for a light, bright appearance, and with a
tough PVC wearlayer, it is also impregnated
with Sanosol® fungistatic and bacteriostatic
treatment for optimum hygiene and easy
maintenance. As the crystals are made of
mineral, rather than using the
Carborundum particle, Tarasafe™ is 100
per cent recyclable, which was a positive
factor in the project acquiring BREEAM
certification. And because the mineral
crystals make Tarasafe™ weigh less than
before, it is faster to fit, while knife blades
stay sharper for longer.

Having chosen Tarasafe™ Style in Caviar and
Tarasafe™ Ultra in Pebble and Granite for
the majority of the school, Ian Churcher had
two final considerations. He explained:
“There are no suspended ceilings in the
classrooms, just the exposed concrete slabs
with the lights suspended below. Suspended
ceilings hide a multitude of sins, but they
also suppress noise. Therefore rooms above
teaching spaces below had to be upgraded
with acoustic flooring to minimise disruption
from people walking or tapping feet.

Gerflor provided the answer. As well as its
hard-wearing safety qualities, TarasafeTM

Ultra Comfort is a specialist acoustic
product with VHD closed cell foam backing
giving up to 16dB of sound insulation.



Product 

Description

TarasafeTM

Ultra

TarasafeTM

Style

TarasafeTM

Ultra Comfort

Thickness EN 428

Wear layer thickness EN 429

2.0 2.0 3.2

1.16

2610

1.21

2620

1.16

3080

EN 649 EN 649 EN 651
34 - 43 34 - 43 34 - 43

K5 K5 K5
Bfl-s1

< 2

Bfl-s1

< 2

Cfl-s1

< 2
R10 R10 R11
K5 K5 K5

> 36 > 36 > 36
ESb(3) ESb(3) ESb(3)

Rz > 20 Rz > 20 Rz > 20

< 2.0 < 2.0 < 2.0
T T

< 0.40

T

< 0.40< 0.40

< 0.10 < 0.10 < 0.20

Weight EN 430

Classification

Norm / Product specification

European classification EN 685

K rating

Fire rating EN 13501-1

Static electrical propensity EN 1815

Slip resistance wet DIN 51130

Slip resistance dry
DS DS DSElectrical behaviour (antistatic) EN 13883

Slip resistance: pendulum test BS 7976

Slip resistance: ramp test EN 13845 Annexe C

Surface roughness Rtm/Rz

Performances

Wear resistance EN 660.1

Wear group EN 651

Dimensional stability EN 434

Residual indentation EN 433

0.25 0.25 0.25Thermal Conductivity EN 12 524

> 6 > 6 > 6Colour fastness EN 20 105-B02

- - 16Impact sound insulation EN ISO 717-2

Good Good GoodChemical products resistance EN 423

Sanosol® Sanosol® Sanosol®Anti-bacterial & fungicidal treatment

Sparclean® Sparclean® Sparclean®Surface treatment

< 100 < 100 < 100TVOC after 28 days ISO 16000-6

CE Marking

Bfl-s1 Bfl-s1 Cfl-s1CE EN 14041
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Kenny Smith, Contracts Director at the 
long-established Hamilton-based
MacGregor Flooring Company Ltd, oversaw
all the installation work. He said: “Laying the
acoustic flooring makes no difference to us,
but it makes a big difference to the end user.”

The second consideration was ease of
cleaning of 9,000m² of flooring. Ian Churcher
specified Gerflor’s unique SparClean®

treatment. Designed to form a completely
smooth surface between the mineral chips,
it doesn’t impair the anti-slip performance,
but eliminates dirt traps. Independent
testing by Patrick Michael Associates shows
that SparClean® pays for itself within three
years with the money saved by reduced need
for detergent and water. Ian Churcher said:
“We specified SparClean® straightaway. We
insisted because SparClean®’s whole life
cost is very good and it also keeps the floor
looking great.”

There were two innovative flourishes still to
be pulled off with Gerflor’s help. 200m² of
TaraflexTM Sport M Evolution, suitable for
most sporting and leisure activities, was
laid in the drama classrooms enabling

For full specification details please contact us by phone, fax, email

Technical Properties

desks to be used when needed without damaging
the floor, while the company’s technical support
unit used lasers to cut the school crest,
measuring two metres by one-and-a-half, into
Tarasafe as a centrepiece for the front entrance.

Flooring expert Kenny Smith has long experience
of working successfully with Gerflor. He said: “I’ve
worked with Gerflor for 25 years on everything;
schools, hospitals, medical centres and libraries.
They have a good range of products, competitive
prices and it’s good quality.”

He added: “Eastwood was a relatively
straightforward project. It looks fantastic and
the client is extremely happy with it.”

Because of the project’s importance in the
national school building programme, it’s not only
staff and pupils who are pleased with Eastwood.

Ian Churcher said: “Because this was one of the
exemplar schools there was a lot of scrutiny
and a great deal of political and media interest.

“People have come from all over Scotland to
have a look. There was a time when it was the
most visited tourist attraction in Scotland!”

Product 

Description

TaraflexTM Sport 

M Evolution

Surface treatment

Surface complex

Triple-Action Protecsol®

D-MaxTM / D-Max+TM

Double Density CXP HDTM

7.0mm
4.6kg/m2

29m Max

1.5m

P1
<2mm

>0.31m/s

>90%

<350mg

>8N/m
<0.5mm

Dry-TexTM System / 
Eco-FitTM System

Cfls1

Foam backing

Thickness EN 428

Weight EN 430

Length EN 426

Width EN 426

Sports Characteristics

Shock Absorption EN 14808

Vertical Deformation EN 14809

Energy Return NF P 90 203

80 to 110Sliding Coefficient EN 13036-4

Ball Bounce EN 12235

Technical Characteristics

Abrasion  Resistance EN ISO 5470-1

Impact Resistance EN 1517

Indentation Resistance EN 1516

Installation system

Classification

Fire EN 13501-1

Sanosol®Anti-bacterial & fungicidal treatment

CE Marking EN 14041

Fire / Shock Absorption / 
Sliding Coefficient / 

Abrasion Resistance / 
Resistance to rolling load

EN 14041


