
CLIENT:   SEA LIFE CENTRE
SOLUTION:   GTI MAX & TARASAFE ULTRA
LOCATION:   BRIGHTON

In a recent refurbishment of the Sea Life 
centre in Brighton, international fl ooring 
specialist Gerfl or supplied 670m2 of vinyl 
fl ooring. The project included a fusion 
of their GTI Max Technical Tiles and 
Tarasafe Ultra Safety fl ooring collections. 
These innovations were fast and easy 
to install and were the perfect solution 
for the high standards required by the 
client when it comes to durability and 
safety for visitors and staff. The choice of 
the Gerfl or products would also deliver 
a stunning and unusual element to the 
overall fi nished look of the project. 

Brighton Aquarium was conceived and 
designed by Eugenius Birch; the architect 
responsible for the West Pier. Work began 
in 1869 and the aquarium opened in 1872 
making the facility the oldest continually 
operating aquarium in the world. Set 
underground, near the pier, the beautifully 
vaulted granite and marble hall is a quite 
a breath-taking wonder. 

Neil Harris, General Manager, Sea Life 
Brighton commented, “Over the winter 
lockdown period, the condition of our 
current vinyl roll fl ooring deteriorated 
due to a temporary reduction in our 
air handling system. This resulted in a 
build-up of moisture within the building 
that accelerated the deterioration of the 
fl oor, which in areas was already in a poor 
condition.” Neil Harris continued, “As our 
attraction was closed, it was a golden 
opportunity to have fl oor replacement 
works carried out during a period where it 
would not impact on our visitors and avoid 
overnight work, which in an aquarium is 
always best avoided.”

On specifi cation Neil Harris added, “We 
chose Gerfl or’s GTI Max and Tarasafe 
Ultra products because we needed a 
fast-track solution for a unique and 
challenging environment, which sits 
within a 150-year-old grade two listed 
building. Gerfl or specialists were on hand, 
having visited the site, they offered the 
best solution for our unique building and 
considered all the various environmental 
factors that we manage. 

Fabulous feat of technical 
success for Gerfl or at
Sea Life Brighton
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For further information on Gerfl or’s extensive range of fl ooring solutions please contact us:

"In addition to this the recommended 
solutions would allow for easier future 
maintenance when replacement and 
refurbishment works would be critical 
to the facility. The format of the fl oorings 
and the aesthetics would blend in well 
with our beautiful Victorian architecture.”

Paul Sceats, Specifi cation Area Manager, 
Gerfl or said, “The existing fl oor had 
potentially become hazardous as the 
fl ooring itself had ripples in it from the 
pressure of heavy trollies with water tanks 
being wheeled across it. In addition to this, 
in many places the seams of this fl ooring 
were being held together with tape creating 
possible dangerous trip-points for visitors 
and staff. Paul Sceats added, “The other 
area of concern was about the installation 
method, over an irregular subfl oor. 
Alongside Sea Life’s preferred fl ooring 
installer ‘Tufts Flooring’ it was decided to 
specify Gerfl or’s fast-track, interconnecting 
GTI Max tiles and Tarasafe Safety fl ooring.”

Amersham-based Tufts Flooring is owned 
and run by Dean Tanner, a fl ooring expert 
with over 30 years experience in the 
industry. Tufts provides services across 
the UK and Europe to commercial and 

residential customers.Services include 
consultation, solution recommendations 
and a full fi tting service.

Dean Tanner, Managing Director, Tufts 
Flooring commented, “Sea Life contacted us 
as the Victorian Arcade Aquarium fl ooring 
had reached the end of its useful life and 
was no longer fi t for purpose. Sea Life 
approached us to develop a solution that 
would result in an appropriate fl oor covering 
system that would have a long life.” 

On technical challenges Dean Tanner 
said, “The area in which the fl ooring was 
to be laid was very damp and the solution 
also had to cope with heavy loads due 
to transporting fi sh in large water fi lled 
tanks. The specifi cation used Gerfl or GTI 
Max as it is a heavy traffi c solution and can 
cope in challenging environments.”

The GTI Max range provides a speedy 
renovation solution and can be installed 
over many different types of existing 
fl oorcoverings with minimal subfl oor 
preparation, no adhesives are required and 
most importantly… no disruption or need 
to close the establishment. It comes with 
the polyurethane surface treatment PUR+ 

for ease of maintenance and specifi ers and 
designers can also benefi t from mixing and 
matching colours to create corners and 
walkways using its modular tile format in 
23 stunning colour choices. 

GTI Max is also 100% REACH compliant, 
Floorscore® certifi ed, free of formaldehyde, 
free of heavy metals and solvents and 
manufactured in an ISO 14001 and ISO 
50001 certifi ed site. GTI Max delivers TVOC 
emissions 10 times better than norm 
requirements (TVOC < 100 µg/m3 after 28 
days). GTI Max is 100% recyclable and is 
also made with up to 80% recycled content. 

Paul Sceats went on to say, “GTI Max was 
the preferred option as it can withstand 
greater foot traffi c but more importantly 
much greater point loading from wheeled 
traffi c. It also has an appearance to 
resemble terrazzo, and the joints are 
virtually invisible as soon as the tiles are 
laid. These tiles are frequently used in the 
refurbishment of many supermarkets and 
stores, and consequently we hold a lot of 
stock in the UK, which was also a useful 
factor for a tight programme to ensure 
Sea Life was operational in readiness for 
their planned re-opening after lockdown."
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