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From Entrance to Bathroom: Choosing the Right Flooring for Every Space.
Conrad John, Gerflor Residential & Housing Key Account Manager (GBI)

Different areas within residential developments place different demands on flooring performance. From
high-traffic entrances and circulation spaces through to moisture-prone bathrooms and kitchens, there is
rarely a single flooring solution suitable for every application. Successful flooring specification in housing
therefore requires a considered, room-by-room approach that balances durability, maintenance, safety and
visual continuity.

Rather than specifying identical finishes throughout, many modern residential schemes now focus on
achieving consistency through complementary tones, coordinated finishes and practical material selection.
This allows each space to perform according to its specific requirements while still contributing to a
cohesive interior scheme.

Why Flooring Choice Matters in Housing

Flooring is one of the most heavily used surfaces within any residential environment and plays an important
role in both operational performance and occupant experience. Beyond visual appearance, flooring
specification directly impacts safety, maintenance requirements, acoustic performance and long-term
lifecycle costs.

Within multi-occupancy housing environments, selecting the correct flooring solution can help housing
providers and developers reduce ongoing maintenance demands while supporting the long-term usability of
the space.

From a specification perspective, flooring selection should consider:

Durability under sustained footfall

Slip resistance in higher-risk areas

Ease of maintenance and cleaning

Moisture resistance

Acoustic performance within residential settings
Long-term replacement and lifecycle considerations

Taking these factors into account early in the design and specification process helps ensure flooring
performs effectively throughout the life of the building.
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Choosing the Right Flooring for Each Area
Entrances and Hallways

Entrances, corridors and hallways experience some of the highest levels of foot traffic within residential
developments and are regularly exposed to dirt and moisture from outside. Flooring in these areas should
therefore prioritise durability, ease of maintenance and long-term wear performance.

Robust flooring solutions can help protect adjacent interior spaces while maintaining a consistent
appearance over time. In larger residential schemes, reducing premature wear in circulation areas can also
help minimise ongoing maintenance and replacement costs.

Living Areas
Living spaces require flooring that balances comfort, durability and practicality for everyday residential use.
In open-plan environments particularly, flooring specification plays an important role in creating visual

continuity between adjoining spaces.

Consistent finishes and coordinated tones can help create a more unified interior scheme, while durable
flooring materials support the day-to-day demands placed on modern residential environments.

Kitchens
Kitchens are subject to frequent cleaning, regular spillages and high levels of daily activity. Flooring
specification within these areas should therefore focus on slip resistance, stain resistance and ease of

maintenance.

Maintaining continuity with adjoining living areas is often an important consideration within open-plan
residential layouts, where flooring can help define spaces without creating excessive visual separation.

Bathrooms and Wet Areas
Bathrooms and wet areas present increased slip risk and require flooring solutions capable of performing in
consistently damp conditions. Waterproof, hygienic and slip-resistant flooring materials are therefore

essential within these environments.

Selecting appropriate flooring for bathrooms and wet rooms can help improve safety, simplify cleaning
routines and support long-term durability within residential properties.

Bedrooms
Bedrooms typically prioritise comfort, acoustic control and overall residential usability. Flooring within

these spaces should provide a warm and comfortable underfoot experience while also helping to minimise
impact noise transfer between adjoining rooms and floors.
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Acoustic flooring solutions can be particularly beneficial within apartments, build-to-rent developments and
multi-occupancy housing schemes where noise reduction is an important consideration.

Creating Consistency Across the Home

Achieving interior consistency does not necessarily require the same flooring finish throughout every room.
Instead, a coordinated specification approach can help create visual continuity while still allowing each area
to perform according to its intended use.

Using complementary flooring finishes and reducing excessive material transitions can also simplify ongoing
maintenance and replacement processes, particularly across larger residential developments.

Reducing Maintenance and Lifecycle Costs

Long-term durability and maintenance efficiency remain key considerations for housing providers,
developers and property managers. Flooring materials that are designed to withstand sustained use can
help reduce the frequency of repairs, refurbishment works and premature replacement.

Easy-to-maintain flooring solutions can also help minimise operational disruption while supporting more
efficient long-term asset management strategies.

Where consistent flooring specifications are used across multiple properties or developments, sourcing
replacement materials and carrying out future maintenance can often become more straightforward and
cost-effective.

Conclusion

Effective flooring specification in housing requires a balance between performance, safety, durability and
visual continuity. Every area within a residential property places different demands on flooring materials,
making a considered, application-led approach essential.

By combining practical performance requirements with coordinated interior finishes, housing providers and
developers can create residential environments that not only perform effectively over time but also support
long-term maintenance efficiency and occupant comfort.

Learn more about Gerflor housing solutions, request a free sample or speak to a flooring specialist today by
calling 01625 428 922, emailing contractuk@gerflor.com or visiting gerflor.co.uk.
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