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W
hen it com

es to designing new
 hospitals 

or refurbishing existing healthcare facilities, 
there are m

any crucial factors that architects 
and specifiers should consider. 

Infection prevention, dem
entia-friendly design, 

and prom
oting overall w

ell-being are particularly 
im

portant aspects that cannot be overlooked.

In this w
hite paper, w

e w
ill delve into eight key 

considerations regarding w
all protection system

s 
and flooring to ensure optim

al design outcom
es 

for new
 build hospitals and other healthcare 

interiors. By keeping these factors in m
ind, 

architects can create healthcare environm
ents 

that are not only functional but also prom
ote the 

safety, com
fort, and w

ell-being of patients and 
staff alike.

C
ontents

The G
erflor group is w

ell know
n as 

a credible and valued supplier of 
com

plete flooring solutions designed 
specifically for the healthcare m

arket. The 
constraints of hygiene, slip resistance and 
acoustic qualities are part of m

andatory 
characteristics for this sector. O

ur expertise 
allow

s us to offer num
erous flooring 

products suitable for all areas of a healthcare 
facility. W

hilst m
aintaining the technical 

perform
ance and the design aspect of 

our floorcoverings, w
e m

anufacture our 
ranges w

ith the environm
ent in m

ind, as 
w

ell as the health and w
ellbeing of end 

users. W
e have recognised brands ideal for 

healthcare facilities, including our M
ipolam

, 
D

LW
, Taralay, Taraflex® and Tarasafe 

flooring ranges.

G
erflor & G

radus – The H
ealthcare Specialists

G
radus is a U

K m
anufacturer of contract 

interior solutions, these include w
all 

protection, stair edgings, floor trim
s, barrier 

m
atting and LED lighting. As the largest U

K 
M

anufacturer of W
all Protection w

e are able to 
offer a com

prehensive range of profiles w
hich 

includes handrails, dual rails, com
bination rails, 

w
all guards, corner guards, bed protectors 

and door protection, as w
ell as textured w

all 
cladding, and hygienic cladding. G

radus 
control the design of profiles from

 initial 
concept through to finished products including 
specialist C

AD design and the m
anufacture of 

tooling. This ensures that quality is m
aintained 

and provides custom
ers w

ith an efficient, 
flexible, and fast service. W

e also offer a 
project m

anagem
ent and installation service 

for our w
all protection system

s.
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4 1. Infection Prevention and C

ontrol
Infection prevention and control (IPC

) is a practical and proven m
ethod to protect patients and healthcare 

w
orkers from

 avoidable infections. To m
ake IPC

 effective, everyone involved in the healthcare system
, 

such as policym
akers, facility m

anagers, healthcare w
orkers, and patients, m

ust consistently act and 
stay vigilant. 

W
alls and floors can act as breeding grounds for 

harm
ful bacteria, posing a significant risk to patients 

w
ith w

eakened im
m

une system
s. Architects m

ust 
prioritise m

aterials that are antim
icrobial, easy to 

clean, and resistant to m
oisture. 

W
all C

ladding
Specifiers should m

ake sure that w
all cladding 

m
eets all the health and hygiene requirem

ents 
set by the EU

 D
irectives, it is advisable to ask for 

testing according to the ISO
 22196 guidelines. 

ISO
 22196 is a test m

ethod that quantitatively 
m

easures the antibacterial activity of plastics 
and other non-porous surfaces. It is a standard 
m

ethod established to test the ability of treated 
surfaces to kill (bactericidal) or prevent grow

th 
(bacteriostatic) of bacteria over 24 hours.

By specifying w
all protection w

ith ISO
 22196, 

you can ensure that the product has been 
tested and proven to have antibacterial 

properties. This is particularly im
portant in 

settings w
here hygiene and cleanliness are 

crucial, such as healthcare facilities. 1 

Surface Treatm
ents

Surface-treated flooring can have properties 
such as antim

icrobial or antifungal treatm
ents 

that inhibit the grow
th of bacteria and other 

m
icroorganism

s. 

This helps in reducing the risk of healthcare-
associated infections (H

AIs) and m
aintaining a 

safer environm
ent for patients, staff, and visitors. 

O
ther benefits are added chem

ical resistance, 
enhanced slip resistance and easier m

aintenance 
w

hen com
pared to other flooring options. 

They can be sw
ept, m

opped, or m
echanically 

cleaned w
ithout extensive effort. The non-

porous and stain-resistant nature of these floors 
m

inim
ises the tim

e and resources required for 
regular cleaning and upkeep. 2 

C
lean C

orners
C

orners are w
here m

ost of the im
perfections 

in buildings are found, as their shape m
akes 

cleaning and decontam
ination difficult. 

W
eakened by use, they often end up losing their 

w
atertightness, and can tear or sag under the 

w
eight of traffic. Incorporating seam

less w
all 

protection system
s and im

perm
eable flooring can 

greatly reduce the risk of infection transm
ission, 

w
hile also ensuring durability and longevity in 

high-traffic areas. 3 

1 G
radus SureProtect Pure hygienic w

all cladding products are 
tested according to ISO

 22196:2011.

2 G
erflor M

ipolam
 H

om
ogeneous floor coverings are treated 

w
ith exclusive patented Evercare ™ technology, w

hich has 
been tested according to ISO

 22196 & ISO
 21702 guidelines, 

achieving 99%
 and 99,7%

 after 2 hours respectively. ISO
 

21702 is an antim
icrobial surface test that perform

s the 
m

easurem
ent of antiviral activity on plastics and other non-

porous surfaces. ISO
 21702 is a surface test generally used 

w
ith the different viruses that can be substituted depending 

on the needs of the custom
er.

3 G
erflor has partnered w

ith cleaning professionals to create 
a patent pending innovative C

lean C
orner System

 to aid the 
control of contam

ination.

W
atertight

Resistant
& D

urable

Versatile

Attractive

C
lean
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6 2. D

esigning for D
em

entia
D

em
entia is an um

brella term
 that includes m

any brain-related conditions that m
ay w

orsen over 
tim

e. Each type of dem
entia affects different parts of the brain, m

aking it harder for people to 
rem

em
ber things, think clearly, and speak. D

octors use the w
ord “dem

entia” to describe com
m

on 
sym

ptom
s like m

em
ory loss, confusion, and difficulty w

ith speech and understanding, w
hich w

orsen 
as tim

e goes on. 

There are m
ore than 200 types of dem

entia. 
The m

ost com
m

on ones are Alzheim
er’s disease, 

vascular dem
entia, Lew

y body dem
entia, 

frontotem
poral dem

entia, and m
ixed dem

entia. 

The proportion of older adults (aged 65 and 
above) is steadily increasing in the U

K due to 
rising life expectancy and declining birth rates. 
The O

ffice for N
ational Statistics predicts that by 

2035, 24%
 of the U

K population w
ill be aged 65 

or older. D
em

entia can affect a person at any age, 
but it’s m

ore com
m

on in people over the age of 
65. As of January 2022, 424,000 people aged 65+ 
have been form

ally diagnosed w
ith dem

entia. 

D
em

entia-friendly Environm
ents

As the understanding of dem
entia and its 

im
pact on patients grow

s, hospitals are placing 
greater em

phasis on creating dem
entia-

friendly environm
ents. W

all protection system
s 

and flooring can contribute to this goal by 
incorporating design elem

ents that aid orientation 
and reduce confusion. 

C
onsider using contrasting colours, clear 

signage, and visual cues to help patients navigate 
the hospital corridors. 4

Flooring should also have a anti-slip surface to 
prevent falls, w

hile m
inim

ising glare and excessive 
noise levels that can agitate dem

entia patients. 5

Light Reflectance Values (LRV
)

It is suggested that there should be a contrast 
of 30 points in Light Reflectance Values (LRV) 
betw

een surfaces, specifically betw
een floors 

and w
alls, stair nosings and floor coverings, as 

w
ell as doors and w

alls in line w
ith guidelines in 

BS8300:2009 and Approved D
ocum

ent M
 of The 

Building Regulations 2000. 

If achieving this exact contrast is not feasible, it 
is im

portant to ensure the best possible contrast 
betw

een these im
portant areas. 6 

BS8300:2009 prom
otes good practice design 

principles to ensure new
 buildings and their 

approaches can m
eet the needs of disabled 

people and are convenient to use. 

The Approved M
 docum

ent of The Building 
Regulations 2000 provides guidance on access 
to and use of buildings, including facilities for 
disabled visitors or occupants, and the ability to 
m

ove through a building easily, including to toilets 
and bathroom

s.

W
hy Designing for Dem

entia is im
portant

People w
orldw

ide, currently 
live w

ith Dem
entia. Each year, 

there are nearly 10 m
illion 

new
 cases.

People are expected 
to be living w

ith 
Dem

entia by 2050.

Leading cause of death 
and one of the m

ajor 
causes of disability and 

dependency am
ong older 

people globally.

O
f individuals w

ho pass 
aw

ay w
ith Dem

entia-related 
deaths are w

om
en.

55m

7th
65%

132m

4 G
radus SureProtect PVC

-u W
all Protection profiles are 

available in 35 colours, allow
ing different colours and 

profiles to be used for w
ayfinding. SureProtect Endure 

W
all C

ladding can also be cut into bespoke designs and 
shapes to create durable, easy to clean signage. 

5 G
erflor M

ipolam
 H

om
ogenous flooring is available in 

a w
ide range of colours, has a slip rating of R9 and has 

been tested according to EN
 ISO

 717-2 achieving 5dB.

6 G
radus and G

erflor have partnered w
ith the Dem

entia 
Services Developm

ent C
entre (DSDC

) to review
 all 

relevant products and have rated them
 in relation to 

dem
entia design principles, w

ith m
ost products being 

rated C
lass 1a/b. All relevant G

radus and G
erflor colours 

have been m
easured to provide LRV’s.
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8 3. Sustainability
The N

H
S has set am

bitious targets to achieve net-zero greenhouse gas em
issions by the year 2040. 

The prim
ary goal of these targets is to reduce the environm

ental im
pact of the healthcare sector and 

contribute to global efforts in com
bating clim

ate change. 

To achieve this target, the N
H

S has com
m

itted 
to developing m

ore sustainable healthcare 
infrastructure by incorporating energy-efficient 
technologies and sustainable building practices. 
This includes the prom

otion of renew
able 

energy sources and environm
entally friendly 

construction m
aterials. 

Environm
entally Friendly M

aterials
PVC

 (Polyvinyl chloride) w
all protection can be 

considered m
ore environm

entally friendly than 
som

e alternatives due to certain characteristics 
and factors. PVC

 w
all protection products are 

know
n for their durability and resistance to w

ear, 
tear, and im

pact. Their long lifespan m
eans they 

do not need frequent replacem
ents, reducing the 

overall consum
ption of resources. 7

C
onsider specifying flooring such as Linoleum

 
that is m

ade from
 natural m

aterials like linseed 
oil, w

ood flour, rosin, lim
estone, and jute. These 

m
aterials are renew

able and biodegradable, 
m

aking linoleum
 a m

ore environm
entally friendly 

choice com
pared to synthetic flooring m

aterials. 8

The Im
portance of O

perational C
arbon and 

Em
bodied C

arbon
O

perational carbon and em
bodied carbon are 

both im
portant aspects of the environm

ental 
im

pact of a healthcare building. O
perational 

carbon refers to the em
issions from

 the energy 
use of the building, such as heating, lighting, 
and cleaning equipm

ent. Em
bodied carbon 

refers to the em
issions from

 the production, 
transportation, and disposal of the m

aterials and 
com

ponents used to construct and m
aintain the 

structure of the building.

H
ealthcare buildings typically have high 

operational carbon dem
ands due to the need for 

infection control, patient com
fort, and m

edical 
equipm

ent. Reducing operational carbon can 
help low

er the greenhouse gas em
issions from

 
the healthcare sector, w

hich is responsible for an 
estim

ated 4 to 5%
 of the U

K’s carbon footprint. 9

Em
bodied carbon can be reduced by choosing 

low
-carbon m

aterials, m
inim

ising w
aste, and 

extending the lifespan of the building. 

It is im
portant to prioritise reducing both 

operational and em
bodied carbon in healthcare 

buildings to avoid locking in em
issions that w

ill 
persist for decades or centuries and contributing 
to the global carbon budget. 10

It is essential to consider a products entire 
lifecycle, including sourcing raw

 m
aterials, 

m
anufacturing, usage, and end-of-life disposal. 

Responsible m
anufacturing practices, recycling 

initiatives, and appropriate w
aste m

anagem
ent 

are crucial in m
axim

ising the environm
ental 

benefits of any product. 11 

7 The G
radus SureProtect Endure range of W

all Protection 
profiles are m

ade from
 PVC

-u and Alum
inium

. Both m
aterials 

are 100%
 recyclable. 

8 G
erflor D

LW
 Linoleum

 products are m
ade of 98%

 natural 
(bio based and m

ineral) raw
 m

aterials. D
LW

 Linoleum
 is 

C
radle to C

radle C
ertified

TM Silver.

9 G
erflor Surface treatm

ents such as Evercare
TM, 

Protecsol2
TM and N

eocare
TM help to reduce w

ater and 
detergent consum

ption w
hen cleaning on site. This m

eans 
less operational carbon em

issions produced from
 the floor’s 

cleaning and m
aintenance schedule.   

10 O
n average over 70%

 of G
erflor flooring ranges contain 

m
ore than 70%

 bio-based, m
ineral or recycled m

aterials. 
U

sing flooring w
ith high recycled and bio content w

ill 
reduce the total em

bodied carbon of a healthcare building.

11 G
radus and G

erflor have recently released C
orporate 

Sustainability Responsibility (C
SR) reports outlining their 

com
m

itm
ent to a sustainable future. Am

ong these reports 
are pledges such as a 20%

 reduction in carbon em
issions 

and use of at least 30%
 recycled m

aterials in products 
by 2025.

98%
 

76%

40%
U

p to

renew
able 

w
ithin one year

recycled 
content

biosourced or 
m

ineral based m
aterials

0001 
Banana Yellow

83%
 

M
ipolam

 Sym
bioz™

Rooted in nature

natural & 
recycled m

aterial
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10 4. W

ayfinding and Signage
5. A

coustic C
om

fort
H

ospital environm
ents are often filled w

ith noise, w
hich can negatively im

pact patient recovery and staff 
perform

ance. W
hen choosing w

all protection and flooring, it is essential to consider acoustic com
fort. 

O
pt for m

aterials that have sound-absorbing 
properties, such as acoustic w

all panels or 
specialised flooring solutions w

ith noise-
reducing features. 

This w
ill help create a quieter and m

ore serene 
atm

osphere, prom
oting better rest for patients 

and im
proving com

m
unication am

ong healthcare 
professionals.

H
ealth Technical M

em
oranda (H

TM
) 08-01

It is im
portant to consider the H

ealth technical 
m

em
oranda (H

TM
) 08-01 w

hich looks at the 
acoustic requirem

ents and design of health and 
social care facilities. 

For critical areas like operating theatres and 
intensive care units, the flooring should m

eet 
specific acoustic requirem

ents to m
aintain low

 
noise levels. 14 

Specialised flooring m
aterials designed for these 

areas can help control noise and contribute to 
patient recovery and staff focus.

Im
pact Sound Reduction

Im
pact sound reduction is the process of 

reducing the noise that is transm
itted through a 

floor or ceiling from
 one room

 to another. Im
pact 

sound can be caused by footsteps, furniture 
m

oving, or other sources of vibration on the 
floor surface. 

Im
pact sound can affect the health and w

ell-
being of the occupants of a building, especially 
in m

ulti-storey buildings w
here noise can travel 

betw
een different levels.

G
erflor flooring can help in reducing im

pact sound 
in m

ulti-storey buildings by providing a range 
of vinyl flooring products that have acoustic 
properties. Vinyl flooring is a type of resilient 
flooring that can absorb and dissipate sound 
energy, resulting in low

er noise levels in the room
s 

below
. G

erflor offers a w
ide range of vinyl acoustic 

flooring w
ith efficient sound insulation up to 19dB, 

in order to ensure a m
axim

um
 reduction of noise 

transm
ission underfoot. 15

The term
 “w

ayfinding” describes the processes people go through to find their w
ay round an 

environm
ent. The w

ayfinding process is fundam
entally problem

-solving and is affected by m
any 

factors. C
lear w

ayfinding and signage system
s are vital in any healthcare facility, especially in large 

hospitals w
here patients and visitors m

ay feel overw
helm

ed or anxious.

According to the Approved D
ocum

ent M
 of The 

Building Regulations 2000 clear and accessible 
signage m

ust be installed throughout the 
building to assist all users, including those w

ith 
visual im

pairm
ents or m

obility challenges. The 
guidelines include specifying the appropriate 
size, location, and contrast of signs to ensure 
they are easily recognisable and legible.

W
all protection system

s can incorporate signage 
and directional elem

ents to guide people 
efficiently throughout healthcare buildings. It is 
im

portant to choose w
all protection m

aterials 
and colours that offer a high contrast w

ith the 
surrounding environm

ent. This helps visually 
im

paired individuals and those w
ith low

 vision to 
easily identify and distinguish w

alls from
 other 

elem
ents in the area. 12 

Additionally, the flooring design can include 
colour-coding or patterns to denote different 
areas or departm

ents. By im
plem

enting effective 
w

ayfinding and signage solutions, hospitals can 
enhance patient experience and reduce stress for 
all individuals navigating the facility. 13

12 G
radus H

andrails, C
orner G

uards and W
all G

uards are 
available in 35 colours and have been m

easured to provide 
LRVs to ensure specifiers can select products w

ith the 
appropriate visual contrast.

13 G
erflor Vinyl and Linoleum

 flooring ranges are available in 
a huge range of colours, all m

easured to provide LRVs. W
ater 

jet cutting and digital printing enables for custom
isation 

of flooring to assist w
ith creating w

ayfinding and signage 
requirem

ents.

14 G
erflor Taralay Im

pression Acoustic has been tested 
according to EN

 ISO
 717-2 guidelines achieving 19dB. 

O
ther G

erflor Acoustic ranges include Taralay Libertex, 
N

erok 70/55, Taralay Initial. 

15 G
erflor has m

any products that offer im
pact sound 

reduction, som
e of w

hich are: C
reation 55 Looselay 

Acoustic - a rem
ovable LVT product that has 19dB 

acoustic im
pact noise reduction. C

reation 55 Rigid 
Acoustic - a full rigid board product that has an acoustic 
backing of 19dB noise reduction. Saga² - a loose lay 
product that has 15dB sound insulation. It is 30%

 less 
heavy than sim

ilar products and it is m
ade in Europe.
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12 6. Patient Safety and Fall Prevention

7. Biophilic D
esign and W

ell-being
The w

ord “biophilia” w
as created by psychologist Erich From

m
 in 1964. It m

eans the ‘love of life’ 
and explains tw

o im
portant things about living things: first, their instinct to protect them

selves 
from

 dangers that could cause death, and second, their natural desire to connect and cooperate 
w

ith others. 

Patient W
ell-being

Research has show
n that exposure to natural 

elem
ents can have a positive im

pact on patients’ 
w

ell-being and recovery rates. Biophilic design 
principles, w

hich aim
 to connect people w

ith 
nature, can be incorporated into w

all protection 
system

s and flooring choices. C
onsider using 

m
aterials that m

im
ic natural textures, colours, 

and patterns. W
allcoverings w

ith nature-
inspired designs and flooring w

ith w
ood or stone 

finishes can help create a calm
ing and healing 

environm
ent for patients, staff, and visitors alike. 19

M
urals and W

all A
rt

C
onsider using m

urals, artw
ork and print w

ith 
nature-inspired elem

ents in the healthcare 
environm

ent to im
prove patient outcom

es and 
w

ell-being. The presence of these natural 
m

otifs helps create a calm
ing and supportive 

atm
osphere, reducing stress and anxiety for 

those using the space. 20

From
 A

pril 2021 to M
arch 2022, English N

H
S organisations reported 2.3 m

illion incidents as 
occurring. O

f those incidents, 72%
 happened in an acute care/general hospital setting, and nearly 

300,000 incidents w
ere categorised as a patient accident. This typically involves harm

, injury, or 
adverse effects that are unintended and not related to the patient’s underlying m

edical condition. 

Preventing falls w
ithin a hospital setting is 

therefore a top priority. Specifiers should 
select flooring m

aterials that offer excellent slip 
resistance, particularly in areas prone to spills or 
m

oisture, such as bathroom
s and corridors. 16 

Entrance M
atting

Entrance m
atting is the m

ost effective w
ay of 

reducing slip and fall accidents in a building, 
especially during w

et or icy conditions. 

According to the H
ealth & Safety Executive, 90%

 
of slip accidents in public buildings occur on w

et 
floors. An effective m

atting system
 can reduce the 

am
ount of dirt and m

oisture tracked into a building 
by up to 90%

, helping to reduce such slip accidents. 

Entrance m
atting can also prevent contam

inants 
from

 spreading onto surrounding floorcoverings, 
w

hich can becom
e slippery and hazardous if not 

cleaned regularly. Therefore, entrance m
atting 

is a crucial elem
ent of any building’s safety and 

hygiene strategy. 17

H
andrails 

H
andrails are im

portant in hospitals for several 
reasons, including the prevention of falls. 
H

ospitals often have patients w
ho m

ay be 
w

eak, unsteady, or recovering from
 surgeries or 

illnesses. H
andrails provide support and stability 

to patients w
hile w

alking or m
oving around, 

reducing the risk of falls and injuries. They offer 
patients som

ething to hold onto for balance and 
assistance. 18

16 G
erflor flooring is tested according to D

IN
 51130 guidelines 

and H
SE +36 guidelines, w

ith the Tarasafe ranges m
eeting 

these requirem
ents. 

17 G
radus offers an extensive range of barrier m

atting system
s, 

providing an effective barrier against dirt and m
oisture. 

G
radus barrier m

atting is tested via the H
SL ram

p test, w
hich 

form
s the basis for the British Standard (BS 4592).

18 G
radus SH

R40 and TH
R450 Tim

ber H
andrail are designed 

to m
eet the guidelines in BS 8300-2:2018 and Approved 

D
ocum

ent M
 2010

19 G
radus SureProtect Artw

orx is a w
all cladding system

 that 
allow

s bespoke im
ages to printed on to the PVC

-u sheet. This 
allow

s specifiers to incorporate m
urals into healthcare spaces 

and introduce biophilic design elem
ents w

hilst still achieving 
durability and infection prevention. 

20 G
erflor Taralay Im

pression is a heterogenous flooring that has 
m

ultiple designs inspired by w
oods, m

inerals and even textiles.
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C
onclusion & References

8. Fire Safety
D

esigning new
 hospitals requires a com

prehensive understanding of the unique challenges and needs 
of healthcare environm

ents. The consideration of the topics covered in this w
hite paper regarding 

w
all protection system

s and flooring choices are fundam
ental to the successful design of new

 build 
hospitals and refurbishm

ent of existing healthcare interiors.
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w

hy-does-it-m
atter/

H
ealth and Safety Executive – Slips and Trips: C

auses and Prevention 
https://w

w
w

.hse.gov.uk/slips/preventing.htm

H
ealth and Safety Executive – Slips and Trips: Icy conditions and w

inter w
eather

https://w
w

w
.hse.gov.uk/logistics/slips-trips-bad-w

eather.htm

G
O

V.uk – H
om

e O
ffice – Fire Statistics – June 2016

https://w
w

w
.gov.uk/governm

ent/collections/fire-statistics

N
H

S England - H
ealth Technical M

em
orandum

 05-03: Firecode – Fire Safety in the N
H

S – O
perational provisions - April 2024

https://w
w

w
.england.nhs.uk/publication/fire-safety-in-the-nhs-health-technical-m

em
orandum

-05-03/

N
H

S England - H
ealth Technical M

em
orandum

 05-01: M
anaging H

ealthcare Fire Safety - Jan 2024
https://w

w
w

.england.nhs.uk/publication/m
anaging-healthcare-fire-safety-htm

-05-01/

H
om

e O
ffice - Fire and rescue incident statistics, England, year ending D

ecem
ber 2020 - M

ay 2021
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/governm

ent/uploads/system
/uploads/attachm

ent_data/file/984922/fire-and-rescue-
incident-dec20-hosb1021.pdf

Fire incidents in healthcare buildings are a serious concern for the safety and w
ell-being of patients 

and staff in the U
K. A

ccording to the H
om

e O
ffice, fire and rescue services in England attended an 

average of 1,420 fires in hospitals and m
edical care prem

ises per year from
 2015 to 2021. 

These fires caused an average of one fatality, 41 
non-fatal casualties and £2.9 m

illion in property 
dam

age annually. The m
ajority (81%

) of the fires 
w

ere accidental, and the m
ost com

m
on causes 

w
ere faulty appliances and leads, m

isuse of 
equipm

ent or appliances, and cooking.

Fire Safety G
uidance for Flooring and 

W
all Protection

Fire safety of both flooring and w
all protection 

can help protect the lives and health hospital 
occupants by providing fire-resistant, non-
com

bustible, and low
-sm

oke m
aterials or 

system
s that lim

it the spread and intensity of fire 
and sm

oke and prevent the generation of toxic 
fum

es or gases. 

According to the H
ealth Building N

ote 00-10 Part 
B: W

alls and ceilings, the fire safety guidance 
for flooring and w

all protection m
aterials should 

com
ply w

ith the relevant British Standards and 
Building Regulations for fire perform

ance, such as 
BS 476 and BS EN

 13501. 21

H
ealth Building N

ote 00-10 Part B: W
alls and 

ceilings also states that flooring and w
all 

protection m
aterials and should be classified 

according to their reaction to fire (how
 they 

behave w
hen exposed to a heat source) and their 

resistance to fire (how
 they prevent the spread of 

fire and sm
oke). 22

By catering to the unique needs and challenges of healthcare environm
ents, architects and 

specifiers can create hospitals that prioritize patient care, enhance staff perform
ance, and 

contribute to the overall health and happiness of all individuals w
ithin the facility. The goal is to 

create spaces that not only provide excellent m
edical care but also prom

ote healing and a sense 
of com

fort for patients and their fam
ilies.

21 G
radus D

oor Edge G
uards are fire tested to BS 

476: Part 20 & 22 for 30 and 60 m
inutes. G

erflor 
flooring is tested in accordance w

ith BS EN
 13501-1. 

22 G
radus and G

erflor flooring and w
alk protection 

system
s are fire tested and classified according 

to their reaction to fire, inform
ation can found in 

product catalogues and on our w
ebsite. 

For assistance w
ith your healthcare projects, contact us for further inform

ation & support. 
G

erflor & G
radus can help you w

ith product specifications, RIBA accredited C
PD

’s, sam
pling, 

floor design services and technical advice. 

01625 428922
contractuk@

gerflor.com
 | im

ail@
gradus.com

gerflor.co.uk | gradus.com



Head Office:
Park Green,  
Macclesfield,  
Cheshire, SK11 7LZ

Gerflor enquiries
Tel: 01625 428922
E-mail: contractuk@gerflor.com
Website: gerflor.co.uk

Gradus enquiries
Tel: 01625 428922
E-mail: imail@gradus.com
Website: gradus.com
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