
CLIENT:   PENCOEDTRE HIGH SCHOOL
SOLUTION:   TARAFLEX® PERFORMANCE 
LOCATION:   WALES

Pencoedtre High School is a large 
new build high school in Barry, Wales. 
When this busy school required 
a brand-new world class flooring 
surface for its main indoor sports hall, 
they simply wanted only the best! 

HLM Architects would specify 700m2 of 
Taraflex® vinyl sports flooring in ‘Maple’, 
from international flooring specialists 
Gerflor. A high-profile project of this 
nature required an Olympic pedigree 
solution, Taraflex was the perfect for 
this prestigious and iconic project. 
Pencoedtre High School, formerly 
called the Bryn Hafren Comprehensive 
School, is located in Merthyr Dyfan on 
the outskirts of the town of Barry near 
Cardiff in Wales. It was opened in 1971.
Bryn Hafren Comprehensive School was 
an 11-19 girls' comprehensive school for 
approximately 1,300 students.

The main contractor for the project, the 
Bouygues Group would, as part of the 
Phase Two element of the development 
demolish the old school buildings, after 
the removal of asbestos. Following 
this, they created additional on-site 
parking areas plus landscaping and 
sporting facilities that included a four-
court sports hall which is where the 
all-important choice of sports flooring 
would prove to be a crucial decision.

Commenting on the project Tony 
Thorne Gerflor, Sales & Specification 
Manager South Wales said, “The 
sports floor was originally specified by 
HLM Architects in Cardiff. We offered 
the client the opportunity for a free 
waterjet logo of their school crest 
within the sports floor which they 
happily accepted. The Architect and 
school were very happy with this as it 
really sets the sports floor off.”

HLM Architects has built a reputation 
for design excellence and expertise 
across various key sectors with 
a focus on solving their client’s 
challenges and mindful of the impact 
that design can have on people, 
communities, and society. 
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Taraflex® triumph for 
Gerflor at Pencoedtre High 
School, Wales.

 Angela Sheppard, Part II Architectural Assistant, HLM Architects

“ 
”

     Gerflor are our go to for a vinyl sports floor, they 
are affordable, multi-use and meet the necessary 
regulations and slip resistance which we have to 
consider in these situations.



For further information on Gerflor’s extensive range of flooring solutions please contact us:

Places of education that inspire, 
healthcare environments that nurture, 
homes that are part of thriving 
communities, and infrastructure 
that is sustainable in every sense. It 
is this sense of social purpose that 
drives HLM on and is at the heart of 
everything they do. 

On specification and the overall project 
Angela Sheppard Part II Architectural 
Assistant at HLM Architects said, “A 
key part of the brief was to provide 
extended hours activities for pupils, 
and community hire. The sports hall 
would be one of the key spaces used 
here, so would need to support multiple 
functions and near-constant use.” 

The Interiors Team at HLM Architects 
said at the time, “Gerflor are our 
go to for a vinyl sports floor, they 
are affordable, multi-use and meet 
the necessary regulations and slip 
resistance which we have to consider 
in these situations. Alongside this 
their customer service is excellent and 

they have a great range of finishing 
options.” Angela Sheppard went on 
to further comment, “We selected the 
Maple colour to suit the sports hall to 
contrast clearly with the multi-sport 
markings and sit alongside the sports-
recommended blue walls.”

The need to install the specified 
Gerflor flooring to the very highest 
standards would be a crucial element 
in delivering a high-quality final 
outcome for the school. Established 
over twenty-five years ago Port 
Talbot-based Craftsman Flooring 
would be appointed to undertake the 
full installation of the Gerflor Taraflex® 
sports flooring.

Gareth Lewis, Commercial Director 
Craftsman Flooring stated, “We 
completed the project with two to 
six fitters which included sub-floor 
preparation over a two-week period. 
The Gerflor Taraflex flooring was 
extremely easy to lay and went down 
without any trouble at all.” 

Tony Thorne further commented, 
“This was one of my more enjoyable 
specifications due to the excellent 
organisation by the architects HLM, 
and the main contractors the Bouygues 
Group, together with Kevin Lewis at 
the installers Craftsman Flooring.” Tony 
Thorne ended by saying, “It was really 
pleasing to get this over the line as it 
now means that both new high schools 
in Barry benefit from the High Impact 
Protection and P2 Shock absorption 
afforded by their Taraflex Performance 
sports floors. I’m really proud to add 
this facility to more than one hundred 
different Taraflex sports floor installations 
we have in South Wales alone.”

Gareth Lewis concluded, “We are 
particularly happy with the Gerflor 
sports flooring as the sports marking 
applied on top looks stunning. As 
far as we know the client is very 
delighted with the finished result and 
the floor is performing really well. 
We would definitely specify Gerflor 
products again.”
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